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ABSTRACT 



This data book presents statistical data relating fall 
weekly student contact hours (WSCH) per full-time equivalent faculty (FTEF) , 
from 1993-1997, by discipline, for each of the Los Angeles Community College 
District’s nine colleges. Introductory comments indicate that between 1981 
and 1997, faculty engaged in instruction declined from over 2,700 full-time 
equivalents to just over 2,100. The report tracks WSCH, FTEF, and the 
WSCH/FTEF ratio from 1993 through 1997. ESL, PACE, GAIN, and some other 
special classes within the various disciplines have been identified for 
organizational purposes. All WSCH figures shown in tables, and those used for 
the calculation of WSCH/FTEF, include positive attendance and daily school 
contact hour (DSCH) type classes. Noncredit classes and apprenticeship 
courses are tracked in this report, and are shown under their appropriate 
departments or divisions. The intent of this report is not only to show 
trends on selected variables, but also to facilitate the positing of "what 
if" questions such as the production of WSCH at various levels of faculty FTE 
and WSCH per FTEF ratios. (JL) 
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Figure 1 : Faculty FTE and Weekly Student Contact Hours 
District, Fall Semesters, 1981-1997 




level and equivalent to an average class size of 34. Figure 1 is scaled so that the WSCH line and the FTEF bars coincide for Fall 1992, 
the only point at which WSCH per FTEF for the District has risen above 510. The figure thus indicates that in Fall 1997 approximately 
200 less faculty FTE could have serviced the existing enrollment if the efficiency goal could have been achieved. Conversely, an 
additional 70,000 WSCH (roughly 7,200 students) could have been served with the classroom staff deployed in that semester if the 510 
standard had been achieved. This would have been equivalent to the enrollment of one of the smaller colleges in the District. 
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The recent changes in WSCH per faculty FTE need to be seen in the somewhat longer term as well. Figure 2 compares the past five 
years with WSCH perFTEF figures at various points since 1981. This puts the improvements of Fall 1997 in some perspective. Though 
all but West increased in WSCH per FTEF, and there it has been held constant for the past four years, all of the colleges except Mission 
and Southwest are still significantly below levels previously attained. And, at those two latter schools, their Fall 1997 WSCH per FTEF 
figures were still below the District average. 
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